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All this exuberant stirring of national sentiment, though it often led to the expression of unripe opinion, was quite consistent with scrupulous workmanship For the greater part of the century Von Ranke, c that discreet and disinterested servant of the Prussian monarchy', piovided an admirable exemplar of historical impartia*lity. His governing idea of the individuality of peoples grew out of a temperamental opposition to the French theory of a Universal Republic or Empire, and it was his main interest in history to define the distinctive character of each national group and then to describe their mutual action and interaction at the moments of universal history. The spirit of those alert and lively Venetian refaawni, the importance of which he was the first to discover, seems to have enteicd into this gentle and curious Saxon aristocrat. Whcievei he moves, and he moves everywhere, he is always elegant, dexterous, well-mannered. Even the tempest of 1870 did not discompose him, and, while the guns were booming at Gravelotte and Seclan, Ranke was describing the oiigins of the Seven Years' Wai with the sobriety of a judge. The hotter tempers of Germany did not appreciate this Olympian detachment. They considered him lifeless and uninspiring; they thought, not without leason, that he gave an excessive air of calm and sunshine to the scene, and that, living by preference in the company of extinct diplomatists and courtiers, he missed the laige sweep and passion of popular movements
Ranke, however, lived to be a miraculous survival of an earhei age. The dynamic forces during the later half of the century were men of a veiy different type from that band of patriot scholais, of whom Dahlmann may be taken as a conspicuous example, whose life hopes had been crushed by the 'failure of the constitutional movement of '48. Mommsen, the greatest of all the new professors of ' Realpolitik', had begun life as a journalist, was even concerned m the disorders of the revolutionary period, and never ceased to manifest a fiery interest In the politics of the day. Always a liberal and even after i8>o a vigorous opponent of Bismarck in the sphere of domestic policy, Mommsen was at the same time a convinced and passionate imperialist. Whereat. Niebuhr had regarded